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NEVADA  TAX  COMMISSION  LAW 


Chap.  177,  Statutes  1917;  amended,  Chap.  118,  1919 

Section  1.  There  is  hereby  created  a  commission  to  be  designated 
and  known  as  the  Nevada  tax  commission.  Said  Nevada  tax  commis¬ 
sion  shall  consist  of  a  chairman  and  six  commissioners.  The  chairman 
shall  be  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Nevada.  One  of  the  commissioners 
shall  be  the  appointive  member  of  the  public  service  commission  who 
devotes  all  his  time  to  the  business  of  the  State  of  Nevada ;  one  of  the 
said  commissioners  shall  be  versed  in  and  possess  a ‘practical  knowledge 
and  experience  in  the  classification  of  land  and  the  value  thereof ;  one 
of  the  said  commissioners  shall  be  versed  in  and  possess  a  practical 
knowledge  and  experience  in  live  stock  and  the  value  thereof ;  one  of 
said  commissioners  shall  be  versed  in  and  possess  a  practical  knowledge 
and  experience  in  the  mining  industry ;  one  of  the  said  commissioners 
shall  be  versed  in  and  possess  a  practical  knowledge  and  experience  in 
business;  one  of  said  commissioners  shall  be  versed  in  and  possess  a 
practical  knowledge  and  experience  in  banking;  each  of  said  commis¬ 
sioners  at  the  time  of  his  appointment  shall  be  actively  engaged  in  the 
business  of  the  department  which  he  is  chosen  to  represent  on  the  com¬ 
mission.  Said  appointments  shall  be  made  by  the  governor,  and  not 
more  than  one  of  said  commissioners  shall  be  appointed  from  any  one 
county  in  this  state,  and  not  more  than  a  majority  of  the  said  commis¬ 
sion  shall  be  of  the  same  political  party.  Three  of  said  commissioners 
shall  be  appointed  for  a  term  of  four  years,  and  two  of  said  commisj- 
sioners  for  a  term  of  two  years,  and  upon  the  expiration  of  the  terms 
for  which  the  appointments  are  made  all  commissioners  shall  be 
appointed  for  terms  of  four  years.  The  chairman  and  each  of  said 
commissioners  shall  have  a  vote  upon  all  matters  which  shall  come 
before  said  commission.  Before  entering  upon  his  duties  each  of  said 
commissioners,  except  the  governor  and  the  public  service  commis¬ 
sioner,  shall  enter  into  a  bond  payable  to  the  State  of  Nevada,  to  be 
approved  by  the  board  of  examiners,  in  the  sum  of  ten  thousand 
dollars,  conditioned  for  the  faithful  performance  of  his  duties,  and 
shall  subscribe  to  the  official  oath.  The  commission  shall  appoint  a 
secretary  who  shall  give  his  entire  time  and  attention  to  the  duties  of 
the  office  of  secretary  of  the  commission,  and  who  shall  be  in  charge 
of  the  office  of  the  commission. 

Sec.  2.  The  members  of  said  commission  shall  have  power  to  pre¬ 
scribe  rules  and  regulations  for  its  own  government  and  governing  the 
procedure  and  order  of  business  of  all  regular  and  special  sessions,  and 
five  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business. 
The  secretary  shall  keep  full  and  correct  records  of  all  transactions 
and  proceedings  of  said  commission,  and  perform  such  other  duties  as 
may  be  required,  and,  with  the  approval  and  consent  of  the  commission 
and  of  the  state  board  of  examiners,  may  employ  such  clerical  or  expert 
assistance  as  may  be  required. 

Sec.  3.  Said  Nevada  tax  commission,  hereinafter  and  heretofore 
referred  to  as  “said  commission,”  is  hereby  empowered; 

First — To  confer  with,  advise  and  direct  assessors,  sheriffs,  as 
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ex  officio  collectors  of  licenses,  county  boards  of  equalization,  and  all 
other  county  officers  having  to  do  with  the  preparation  of  the  assess¬ 
ment  roll  or  collection  of  taxes  or  other  revenues  as  to  their  duties ;  to 
direct  what  proceeding,  actions  or  prosecutions  shall  be  instituted  to 
support  the  law.  Said  commission  may  call  upon  the  district  attorney 
of  any  county  or  the  attorney-general  to  institute  and  conduct  such 
civil  or  criminal  proceedings  as  may  be  demanded. 

Second — To  have  the  original  power  of  appraisement  or  assessment 
of  all  property  mentioned  in  section  5  of  this  act. 

Third — To  establish  and  prescribe  the  general  and  uniform  rules  and 
regulations  governing  the  assessment  of  property  by  the  assessors  of 
the  various  counties,  not  in  conflict  with  law ;  to  prescribe  the  form  and 
manner  in  which  assessment  rolls  or  tax  lists  shall  be  kept  by  assessors 
(and  county  commissioners  shall  supply  books  and  blanks  for  the  use 
of  the  assessors  in  such  form),  and  also  to  prescribe  the  form  of  the 
statements  of  property  owners  in  making  returns  of  their  property; 
and  it  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  all  county  assessors  to  adopt  and  put 
in  practice  such  rules  and  regulations  and  to  use  and  adopt  such  form 
and  manner  of  keeping  such  assessment  rolls  or  tax  lists,  and  to  use  and 
require  such  property  owners  to  use,  and  the  county  commissioners 
shall  furnish,  the  blank  statements  required  by  said  commission  in 
making  their  property  returns. 

Fourth — To  require  assessors,  sheriffs,  as  ex  officio  collectors  of 
licenses,  and  the  clerks  of  the  county  boards  of  equalization,  and  all 
other  county  officers  having  to  do  with  the  preparation  of  the  assess¬ 
ment  roll  or  collection  of  taxes  or  other  revenues,  to  furnish  such 
information  in  relation  to  assessments,  licenses,  or  the  equalization  of 
property  valuations,  and  in  such  form  as  said  commission  may  demand. 

Fifth — To  summon  witnesses  to  appear  and  testify  on  any  subject 
material  to  the  determination  of  property  valuations,  licenses,  or  the 
net  proceeds  of  mines,  but  no  property  owner  and  no  officer,  director, 
superintendent,  manager,  or  agent  of  any  company  or  corporation, 
whose  property  is  wholly  in  one  county,  shall  be  required  to  appear, 
without  his  consent,  at  a  place  other  than  the  county-seat  or  at  the 
nearest  town  to  his  place  of  residence,  or  the  principal  place  of  business 
of  such  company  or  corporation.  Such  summons  may  be  served  by 
personal  service  by  any  member  of  said  commission,  or  by  the  sheriff  of 
the  county,  and  who  shall  certify  to  such  service  without  compensation 
therefor.  Any  member  of  said  commission  may  administer  oaths  to 
witnesses. 

Sixth — To  make  diligent  investigation  with  reference  to  any  class 
or  kind  of  property  believed  to  be  escaping  just  taxation ;  and  in 
pursuance  whereof,  said  commission,  or  any  commissioner  thereof, 
may  examine  the  books  and  accounts  of  any  person,  copartnership,  or 
corporation  doing  business  in  the  state,  when  such  examination  is 
deemed  necessary  to  a  proper  determination  of  the  valuation  of  any 
property  subject  to  taxation,  or  the  determination  of  any  licenses  for 
the  conduct  of  any  business,  or  the  determination  of  the  net  proceeds 
of  any  mine. 

Seventh — To  require  boards  of  county  commissioners  to  submit  a 
budget  estimate  of  the  county  expenses  for  the  current  year  in  such 
detail  and  form  as  may  be  required  by  the  commission ;  to  require 
boards  of  county  commissioners  to  increase  or  decrease  the  county  tax 
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rate  of  their  respective  counties  to  produce  the  net  revenue  estimated 
as  necessary  for  the  conduct  of  such  county  government,  as  appears 
from  such  budget ;  to  require  county  boards  of  education  and  district 
school  trustees  and  all  school  officers  having  control  over  any  school 
expenditures  in  any  district  in  which  a  special  tax  is  to  be  levied  during 
the  current  year,  to  submit  a  budget  estimate  of  the  expenses  for  which 
such  tax  is  levied  in  such  detail  and  form  as  may  be  required  by  the 
commission.  To  require  cities,  municipalities  and  towns  and  the  gov¬ 
erning  boards  thereof  to  submit  budget  estimates  of  the  expenses  for 
the  government  of  such  city,  municipality  or  town  for  the  current  year, 
in  such  form  and  detail  as  may  be  required  by  the  commission,  and  to 
require  the  governing  boards  of  any  municipality,  city  or  town  to 
increase  or  decrease  the  tax  rate  therein  to  produce  the  net  revenue 
estimate  for  the  conduct  of  such  municipality,  city  or  town  in  said 
budget. 

Eighth — The  commission  shall  have,  in  addition  to  the  specific 
powers  enumerated,  the  power  to  exercise  general  supervision  and 
control  over  the  entire  revenue  system  of  the  state. 

Ninth — The  commission  shall  have  the  power  to  require  county 
assessors,  county  boards  of  equalization,  any  county  auditor  or  county 
treasurer  to  place  upon  the  roll  any  property  found  to  be  escaping 
taxation. 

Tenth — The  commission  shall  have  the  power  to  authorize  the  secre¬ 
tary  to  hold  hearings  or  make  investigations,  and  upon  any  such  hear¬ 
ing  the  secretary  shall  have  the  authority  to  examine  books,  compel  the 
attendance  of  witnesses,  administer  oaths  and  conduct  investigations. 

The  enumeration  of  the  foregoing  powers  shall  not  be  considered  as 
excluding  the  exercise  of  any  needful  and  proper  power  and  authority 
of  said  commission. 

Sec.  4.  Said  commission  shall  keep  its  office  at  Carson  City,  and 
shall  be  in  general  session  and  open  for  the  transaction  of  business  the 
usual  hours  and  days  in  which  public  offices  are  kept  open.  There  shall 
annually  be  held  at  Carson  City  two  regular  sessions  of  said  commis¬ 
sion,  namely,  one  beginning  on  the  second  Monday  in  January  of  each 
year  at  9  o’clock  a.  m.,  and  continuing  from  day  to  day  until  the  busi¬ 
ness  is  completed,  at  which  valuations  shall  be  established  by  said  com¬ 
mission  on  the  several  kinds  and  classes  of  property  mentioned  in 
section  5  of  this  act ;  and  one  regular  session  shall  be  held  annually 
beginning  on  the  first  day  of  October,  or  the  first  legal  day  thereafter, 
at  the  same  hour,  and  continuing  from  day  to  day  until  the  business  is 
completed,  at  which  said  commission  shall  equalize  property  valuations 
in  the  state  as  provided  in  section  7  of  this  act,  exclusive  of  live  stock. 
The  publication  in  the  statutes  of  the  foregoing  time,  place,  and  pur¬ 
poses  of  such  regular  session  shall  be  deemed  sufficient  notice  thereof 
to  all  concerned,  but  said  commission,  if  it  so  elects,  may  cause  pub¬ 
lished  notices  of  such  regular  sessions  to  be  made  in  the  press,  or  may 
notify  parties  in  interest  by  letter  or  otherwise.  All  sessions  shall  be 
public  and  all  parties  shall  have  the  right  to  appear,  to  be  heard  in 
person  or  by  their  agents  or  attorneys,  or  to  submit  evidence  in  docu¬ 
mentary  form.  The  publication  once  a  week,  for  two  consecutive  weeks, 
of  notice  of  a  special  session,  in  some  newspaper  of  general  circulation 
in  the  county  in  which  such  special  session  is  to  be  held,  five  days’  per¬ 
sonal  service  on,  or  registered  mailed  notice,  to  the  person,  firm,  or 
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corporation  affected,  stating  the  time,  place,  objects  and  purposes  of 
such  special  session,  shall  be  deemed  sufficient  notice  thereof  to  all 
concerned.  Special  sessions  may  be  held  at  such  times  and  places  and 
for  such  purposes  as  said  commission  may  declare. 

Sec.  5.  At  the  regular  session  of  said  commission  held  on  the  second 
Monday  of  January  of  each  year,  said  commission  shall  assess  all  live 
stock  throughout  the  state,  accepting  the  valuation  per  head  for  the 
year  1917,  using  the  valuation  theretofore  established  by  the  state 
board  of  equalization  at  its  regular  session  held  in  August,  1916,  and 
thereafter  using  the  valuation  per  head  established  by  the  preceding 
session  of  the  state  board  of  equalization  for  the  then  current  year,  as 
provided  for  in  section  6  of  this  act,  and  shall  establish  the  valuation  on 
any  property  of  an  interstate  or  intercounty  nature,  and  which  shall  in 
any  event  include :  The  property  of  all  interstate  or  intercounty  rail¬ 
roads,  sleeping-car,  private  car  line,  street  railway,  traction,  telegraph, 
water,  telephone,  and  electric-light  and  power  companies,  together  with 
the  franchises,  and  the  property  and  franchises  of  all  express  com¬ 
panies  operating  on  any  common  carrier  in  this  state,  and  which 
foregoing,  exclusive  of  live  stock,  shall  be  assessed  as  follows :  Said 
commission  shall  establish  and  fix  the  valuation  of  the  franchise,  and 
all  physical  property  used  directly  in  the  operation  of  any  such  busi¬ 
ness  of  any  such  company  in  this  state,  as  a  collective  unit ;  and  if 
operating  in  more  than  one  county,  on  establishing  such  unit  valuation 
for  the  collective  property,  said  commission  shall  then  proceed  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  total  aggregate  mileage  operated  within  the  state  and  within 
the  several  counties  thereof,  and  so  apportion  the  same  upon  a  mile- 
unit  valuation  basis,  and  the  number  of  miles  so  apportioned  to  any 
county  shall  be  subject  to  assessment  in  that  county  according  to  the 
mile-unit  valuation  so  established  by  said  commission.  The  word  “com¬ 
pany”  shall  be  construed  to  mean  and  include  any  person  or  persons, 
company,  corporation,  or  association  engaged  in  the  business  described. 
In  case  of  the  omission  by  said  commission  to  establish  a  valuation  for 
assessment  purposes  upon  any  property  mentioned  in  this  section,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  assessors  of  any  counties  wherein  such  property 
is  situated  to  assess  the  same.  All  other  property  shall  be  assessed  by 
the  county  assessors.  On  or  before  the  first  Monday  in  June  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  said  commission  to  transmit  to  the  several  assessors  the 
assessed  valuation  found  by  it  on  such  classes  of  property  as  are 
enumerated  in  this  section,  together  with  the  apportionment  of  each 
county  of  such  assessment.  The  several  county  assessors  shall  enter  on 
the  roll  all  such  assessments  transmitted  to  them  by  the  Nevada  tax 
commission. 

Sec.  6.  Beginning  on  the  third  Monda}^  of  August  the  said  commis¬ 
sion  shall,  together  with  the  county  assessors  of  the  several  counties 
of  this  state,  sit  in  Carson  City  as  a  state  board  of  equalization.  The 
chairman  of  the  said  commission  shall  be  the  chairman  of  the  said  board 
of  equalization,  and  each  member  of  said  commission  and  each  of  the 
county  assessors  shall  have  a  vote  upon  said  board.  The  secretary  of 
the  Nevada  tax  commission  shall  act  as  the  secretary  of  the  state  board 
of  equalization.  The  actual  necessary  expenses  of  the  county  assessors 
in  attending  the  meeting  of  the  said  board  of  equalization  shall  be 
paid  by  the  respective  counties.  At  such  meeting  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  state  board  of  equalization  to  review  the  tax  rolls  of  the  various 


counties  as  corrected  by  county  boards  of  equalization,  and  to  raise  or 
lower  for  the  purpose  of  state  equalization  the  valuations  therein  estab¬ 
lished  by  county  assessors  and  county  boards  of  equalization,  on  any 
class  or  piece  of  property  in  whole  or  in  part  in  any  county  save  and 
except  those  classes  of  property  enumerated  in  section  5  of  this  act, 
exclusive  of  live  stock,  which  shall  be  equalized  by  the  said  state  board ; 
and  in  equalizing  the  assessment  of  said  property  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  said  state  board  of  equalization  to  so  raise  or  lower  such  valuation 
as  to  produce  an  aggregate  assessment  of  all  property  within  the  state 
(including  the  property  enumerated  in  section  5  of  this  act)  sufficient 
when  the  state  tax  levy  is  applied  thereto  to  produce  the  revenues 
required  from  taxation  as  shown  in  the  budget  of  estimated  state 
expenses  provided  for  in  section  8  of  this  act ;  provided,  however,  that 
if  said  state  board  of  equalization  shall  fail  to  perform  the  duties 
enumerated  in  this  section,  the  Nevada  tax  commission  may  make  such 
equalization  as  will  be  necessary.  Said  board  of  equalization  shall  com¬ 
plete  their  labors  on  or  before  the  thirtieth  day  of  September,  and  any 
person  whose  assessment  valuation  has  been  raised  by  said  state  board 
of  equalization  may  complain  to  the  Nevada  tax  commission  on  or 
before  the  third  Monday  in  October  in  said  year,  and  said  tax  commis¬ 
sion  may  correct  or  remedy  any  inequality  or  error  so  complained  of. 
Showing  on  complaint  may  be  made  by  letter  or  in  person,  and  said 
commission  may,  in  its  discretion,  require  affidavits  in  support  thereof. 
If  any  county  assessor  shall  be  unable  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  state 
board  of  equalization,  the  board  of  county  commissioners  may  appoint 
a  qualified  person  to  act  in  his  stead.  At  the  meeting  of  the  state  board 
of  equalization,  as  provided  for  in  this  section,  in  the  year  1917,  and 
annually  thereafter,  said  state  board  of  equalization  shall  fix  the  valua¬ 
tion  for  assessment  purposes  per  head  of  all  live  stock  in  the  state ;  and 
such  valuation,  however,  shall  be  subject  to  equalization. 

Sec.  7.  At  the  regular  session  commencing  on  the  first  day  of  Octo¬ 
ber,  the  Nevada  tax  commission  for  the  purpose  of  state  equalization 
may  raise  or  lower  any  valuations  theretofore  established  by  it  upon 
any  class  or  piece  of  property,  exclusive  of  live  stock,  enumerated  in 
section  5  of  this  act,  to  conform  with  the  equalization  of  assessments 
effected  by  the  state  board  of  equalization. 

Sec.  8.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  state  board  of  examiners,  on  or 
before  the  first  Monday  in  May  of  each  year,  to  prepare  and  file  with 
the  Nevada  tax  commission  a  detailed  budget  estimate  of  the  aggregate 
amount  of  money  necessary  to  be  raised  by  taxation,  and  from  other 
sources  of  revenue,  to  maintain  the  government  of  the  state  upon  a 
cash  basis. 

Sec.  9.  The  secretary  of  the  Nevada  tax  commission  shall  certify 
any  change  in  the  assessed  valuation  of  any  piece  or  class  of  property 
in  whole  or  in  part  made  by  the  tax  commission  or  the  state  board  of 
equalization  to  the  auditor  of  the  county  wherein  such  property  is 
assessed  and  said  auditor  shall  make  such  changes  in  the  assessment 
roll  prior  to  the  delivery  of  his  completed  tax  roll  to  the  ex  officio  tax 
receiver. 

Sec.  10.  No  taxpayer  shall  be  deprived  of  any  remedy  or  redress  in 
a  court  of  law  relating  to  the  payment  of  taxes,  but  all  actions  at  law 
shall  be  for  redress  from  the  findings  of  said  commission  or  the  state 
board  of  equalization,  and  may  not  be  instituted  upon  the  act  of  an 
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assessor,  or  of  a  county  board  of  equalization  or  the  state  board  of 
equalization  until  said  commission  has  denied  the  complainant  redress. 
Said  Nevada  tax  commission,  in  that  name,  may  sue  and  be  sued,  and 
shall  be  so  named  as  defendant  in  any  action  at  law  brought  under  the 
provisions  of  this  section,  and  the  attorney-general  shall  defend  the 
same,  but  the  burden  of  proof  shall  be  upon  the  complainant  to  show 
by  clear  and  satisfactorv  evidence  that  any  valuation  established  or 
equalized  by  said  commission  or  the  state  board  of  equalization  is  unjust 
and  inequitable. 

Sec.  11.  (a)  Any  property  owner  whose  taxes  exceed  the  sum  of 

$300,  who  has  instituted  a  court  proceeding  for  redress  from  any 
increased  valuation  of  his  property  for  assessment  purposes,  and  who 
shall  have  paid  his  December  installment  of  taxes  thereon  in  full,  may, 
on  filing  with  the  treasurer  of  the  county  a  certificate  of  the  clerk  of  any 
court  that  such  issue  is  pending,  pay  his  June  installment  in  two  sepa¬ 
rate  payments,  to  wit :  One  payment  in  a  sum  which,  when  added  to 
the  December  installment,  shall  represent  the  amount  of  taxes  payable 
if  computed  on  the  valuation  of  the  preceding  tax  year  plus  the  taxes 
on  any  improvements  added  since  such  preceding  levy ;  and  the  other 
for  the  balance  required  to  make  up  the  full  June  installment ;  and 
said  county  treasurer  shall  receipt  for  the  latter  as  a  special  deposit  to 
be  held  by  such  treasurer  undisbursed  until  the  court,  by  its  finding, 
shall  award  it ;  and  said  property  in  such  case  shall  not  be  liable  for 
any  penalty  under  the  delinquent  tax  act ;  and  if  the  court,  by  its 
findings  reduces  the  assessment  of  such  property,  said  county  treasurer, 
on  order  of  the  court,  shall  refund  from  such  special  deposit  an  amount 
corresponding  to  such  reduction ;  and  if  the  court  shall  not  reduce  the 
valuation  of  said  property,  then  said  county  treasurer  shall  transfer 
the  entire  special  deposit  to  the  public  revenues. 

(b)  Any  property  owner  whose  taxes  are  less  than  $300,  and  who  has 
paid  his  December  installment  of  taxes  in  full,  may,  on  filing  with  the 
treasurer  of  the  county  a  certificate  of  the  secretary  of  the  Nevada  tax 
commission  that  he  has  made  complaint  or  applied  to  said  commission 
for  redress  from  any  increased  valuation  of  his  property,  pay  his  June 
installment  in  two  separate  payments,  one  payment  in  the  sum  which, 
when  added  to  the  December  installment,  shall  represent  the  amount  of 
taxes  payable  if  computed  on  the  valuation  of  the  preceding  tax  year 
plus  the  taxes  on  any  improvements  added  since  such  preceding  levy, 
and  the  other  for  the  balance  required  to  make  up  the  full  June  install¬ 
ment  ;  and  the  county  treasurer  shall  receipt  for  the  latter  as  a  special 
deposit,  to  be  held  by  such  treasurer  undisbursed  until  the  Nevada  tax 
commission  shall,  by  its  findings,  grant  or  refuse  redress  from  such 
increased  valuation,  and  said  property  owner,  in  such  case,  shall  not  be 
liable  for  any  penalty  under  the  delinquent  tax  act;  and  if  the  Nevada 
tax  commission,  by  its  findings,  reduces  the  assessment  valuation  of 
such  property,  said  county  treasurer,  on  order  of  said  commission,  shall 
refund  from  such  special  deposit  an  amount  corresponding  to  such 
reduction,  and  shall  transfer  the  remainder  to  the  public  revenues ;  and 
if  said  commission  shall  not  reduce  the  valuation  of  said  property,  then 
said  county  treasurer  shall  transfer  the  entire  special  deposit  to  the 
public  revenues.  Nothing  in  this  section  shall  be  deemed  to  deprive  any 
taxpayer  of  any  right  or  remedy  he  may  now  have  or  be  entitled  to 
under  the  laws  of  Nevada. 
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(c)  Any  property  owner,  whose  taxes  exceed  the  sum  of  $300,  and  the 
first  installment  of  which  is  in  excess  of  the  amount  which  he  claims  to 
be  justly  due  for  taxes,  may  pay  his  installment  of  taxes  as  they  become 
due  under  protest,  and  may  commence  a  suit  against  the  state  and 
county  in  which  the  same  was  paid  for  the  difference  between  the 
amount  of  the  taxes  paid  and  the  amount  which  he  claims  to  be  due. 
In  an  action  by  or  against  the  person  assessed  he  may  complain  or 
defend  upon  the  following  grounds : 

(1)  That  the  taxes  have  been  paid  before  the  suit;  or 

(2)  That  the  property  is  exempt  from  taxation  under  the  provisions 
of  the  revenue  or  tax  laws  of  the  state  specifying  in  detail  the  claim  of 
exemption ;  or 

(3)  That  the  person  assessed  was  not  the  owner  and  had  no  right, 
title  or  interest  in  the  property  assessed  at  the  time  of  assessment ; 

(4)  That  the  property  is  situate  in  and  has  been  duly  assessed  in 
another  county  and  the  taxes  thereon  paid ;  or 

(5)  Fraud  in  the  assessment  or  that  the  assessment  is  out  of  propor¬ 
tion  to  and  above  the  actual  cash  value  of  the  property  assessed ;  or 
the  assessment  is  out  of  proportion  to  and  above  the  percentage  of 
valuation  fixed  by  the  Nevada  tax  commission  for  the  jmar  in  which  the 
taxes  were  levied  and  the  property  assessed ;  provided,  however ,  that 
in  all  cases  mentioned  in  this  paragraph  where  the  complaint  is  based 
upon  any  grounds  mentioned  herein  the  entire  assessment  shall  not  be 
declared  void,  but  shall  only  be  void  as  to  the  excess  in  valuation ; 
provided,  further ,  that  in  every  action  brought  under  the  provisions 
of  this  section  the  burden  of  proof  shall  be  upon  the  plaintiff  to  show 
by  clear  and  satisfactory  evidence  that  any  valuation  established  or 
equalized  by  the  Nevada  tax  commission,  or  the  state  board  of  equaliza¬ 
tion,  or  the  county  assessor,  or  the  county  board  of  equalization;  is 
unjust  and  inequitable. 

Every  action  commenced  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  provisions  of 
this  section  shall  be  commenced  within  three  months  from  the  date  of 
the  payment  of  the  last  installment  of  taxes,  and  if  not  so  commenced 
shall  be  forever  barred. 

Nothing  in  this  section  or  in  any  remedy  granted  hereby  shall  prevent 
the  distribution  or  apportionment  of  the  taxes  so  paid  into  the  various 
funds  of  the  state  and  county,  but  in  the  event  of  judgment  in  favor  of 
the  plaintiff  the  amount  of  said  judgment  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  gen¬ 
eral  fund  of  the  state  and  county  defendants  as  their  liability  may 
appear.  The  county  treasurer  or  tax  receiver  in  making  settlement  with 
the  state  shall  notify  the  state  controller  of  the  amount  of  state  tax 
moneys  which  were  paid  under  protest  and  an  amount  equivalent 
thereto  shall  be  thereby  deemed  to  be  and  is  hereby  appropriated  for 
the  purpose  of  paying  any  judgment  recovered  against  the  state  in  an 
action  under  the  provisions  of  this  section. 

Sec.  12.  All  property  subject  to  taxation  shall  be  assessed  at  its  full 
cash  value. 

Sec.  13.  In  pursuance  of  the  general  supervision  and  control  over 
the  revenue  system  of  the  state,  said  commission  is  hereby  empowered 
to  investigate  and  determine  the  net  proceeds  of  all  operating  mines. 
In  pursuance  whereof,  said  commission,  in  each  instance,  shall  investi¬ 
gate  and  determine  from  all  obtainable  data,  evidence,  and  reports, 
the  gross  value  of  the  bullion  actually  extracted  from  the  reduction  of 
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the  ores  and  the  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  the  ores  of  any  mine,  mining 
claim,  or  patented  mine,  and  to  deduct  therefrom  only  such  actual  costs 
of  extraction,  transportation,  reduction,  or  sale  of  ores,  as  shall  be 
deemed  by  said  commission  to  be  just,  proper,  and  reasonable,  and  not 
introduced  to  deprive  or  defraud  the  state  of  any  portion  of  its  just 
revenue ;  and  in  any  suit  at  law  arising  under  the  provisions  of  this 
section,  the  burden  of  proof  shall  be  upon  the  owner  of  such  mine, 
mining  claim,  or  patented  mine,  to  establish  that  any  item  of  cost  dis¬ 
allowed  by  said  commission  is,  nevertheless,  just,  proper,  and  reason¬ 
able,  and  not  entered  to  defraud  the  state. 

Sec.  14.  All  the  provisions  of  this  act  with  respect  to  county  asses¬ 
sors,  sheriffs,  as  ex  officio  collectors  of  licenses,  county  commissioners, 
county  auditors,  and  all  other  county  officers  having  to  do  with  the 
preparation  of  the  assessment  roll  or  collection  of  taxes  or  other 
revenues,  and  persons  summoned  as  witnesses,  the  requirement  of  wit¬ 
nesses  to  testify,  the  examination  of  the  books  and  accounts  of  persons, 
copartnerships,  and  corporations  doing  business  in  this  state,  are  man¬ 
datory  ;  and  any  such  county  officer,  or  witness  summoned,  or  witness 
required  to  testify,  or  person,  copartner,  or  officer,  director,  superin¬ 
tendent,  or  manager,  or  agent  of  any  corporation,  who  neglects,  fails 
or  refuses  to  comply  with  such  mandates  shall,  for  the  first  offense,  be 
deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  subject  to  the  penalty  prescribed 
in  section  6285,  Revised  Laws  of  Nevada ;  and  for  persistence  therein, 
constituting  a  second  offense,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  gross  misde¬ 
meanor,  and  subject  to  the  penalty  prescribed  in  section  6284  of  said 
Revised  Laws.  Any  person  who  shall  testify  falsely  shall  be  guilty  of 
and  punished  for  perjury. 

Sec.  15.  All  acts  herein  required  between  the  assessment  and  the 

collection  of  the  taxes  or  commencement  of  suit  shall  be  directory 

«/ 

merely ;  and  no  assessment,  or  act  relating  to  assessment,  or  collection 
of  taxes  shall  be  illegal  on  account  of  informality,  nor  because  the 
same  was  not  completed  within  the  time  required  by  law. 

Sec.  16.  The  governor  and  the  member  of  the  public  service  com¬ 
mission  shall  receive  no  compensation  for  their  services  as  members  of 
the  Nevada  tax  commission.  The  secretary  shall  receive  a  salary  of 
three  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  payable  in  equal  monthly  install¬ 
ments  as  other  state  officers  are  paid.  Each  of  the  other  five  commis¬ 
sioners  mentioned  in  section  1  of  this  act  shall  receive  a  salarv  of  six 

«/ 

hundred  dollars  ($600)  per  annum,  payable  in  equal  monthly  install¬ 
ments  as  other  state  officers  are  paid. 

Sec.  17.  The  members  of  the  said  commission,  and  such  expert  assis¬ 
tants  as  may  be  employed,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  from  the  state 
their  actual  and  necessary  expenses  while  traveling  on  the  business  of 
said  commission. 

Sec.  18.  The  sum  of  seven  thousand  dollars  ($7,000)  is  hereby 
annually  appropriated,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  state  treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated,  to  carry  out  the  purposes  of  this  act,  and 
which  shall  be  available  for  necessary  clerical  hire,  office  furniture  and 
fixtures,  advertising,  rental  and  traveling  and  other  expenses.  All 
such  expenditures  shall  be  certified  to  by  the  chairman  of  said  commis¬ 
sion,  and,  when  approved  by  the  state  board  of  examiners,  shall  be 
paid  by  the  treasurer  from  such  appropriation  on  warrants  drawn  by 
the  controller. 
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Sec.  19.  The  commission  shall  make  and  publish  an  annual  report 
for  each  calendar  year,  showing  its  transactions  and  proceedings  for 
the  year. 

Sec.  20.  All  forms,  blanks,  envelopes,  letterheads,  circulars,  and 
reports  required  to  be  printed  by  said  commission  shall  be  printed  at 
the  state  printing  office  under  the  general  provisions  of  the' act  entitled 
“An  act  to  designate  and  authorize  the  work  to  be  done  in  the  state 
printing  office,’’  approved  March  5,  1909. 

Sec.  21.  All  meetings  of  the  commission  of  the  Nevada  tax  commis¬ 
sion  created  under  and  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall  be  deemed  and  shall 
be  continuations  of  such  meetings  as  are  now  being  held  or  authorized 
by  the  Nevada  tax  commission  created  under  and  by  virtue  of  “An  act 
in  relation  to  the  public  revenues,  creating  the  Nevada  tax  commission 
and  the  state  board  of  equalization,  defining  their  powers  and  duties, 
and  matters  relating  thereto,  and  repealing  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts 
in  conflict  therewith,”  approved  March  17,  1915. 
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